FOREWORD
I HAVE been asked by my friend Dr. Gangulee to contribute a
few words by way of introduction to this compilation. I do so
very readily, although I find myself rather out of harmony with
its unrestrained eulogy. My attitude towards the Russian
Revolution has always mingled criticism with admiration, and at
the present time particularly do I feel the need to restrain
enthusiasm and insist upon hard clear understanding between
East and West in regard to the future. No one, I think, has been
more consistently interested and sympathetic with the mighty
Russian experiment. When my sons went to Oundle School, I
insisted that they should learn Russian in addition to the school
French and German, which they spoke already fairly well.
Sanderson, the great Headmaster of Oundle, fell in with my
idea. He added a competent Russian teacher to his staff, the
first Russian teacher at any English public school. I went to
Russia in the winter of 1913-14 and saw something of the Cadets
and that belated and half-hearted Duma that used to meet in
the Taurida Palace. I witnessed Gorki's distressful visit to
America in 1906, and I saw him as the rather critical and trusted
friend of Lenin in 1920, and idolised in 1934. I talked to Lenin,
who spoke good English, when I visited Russia with my Russian-
speaking son in 1920, and I had three hours with Stalin (and an
interpreter) in 1934, when my son made a two months' tour of
the scientific centres of the country and did some mountaineering
in the Caucasus. All these encounters and experiences are faith-
fully described in my Autobiography. I made certain criticisms
and forecasts, and I see no reason in what has happened since to
modify them.
I submit these credentials because I think they establish my
right to be explicit and critical about the role of Russia in the
intense conflict between a new birth of society and narrower and
grimmer forces, that may yet abort the last hopes and creative
struggle of mankind. I doubt if this great crisis of suffering is
frustrated, there will remain sufficient mental and moral vitality
in our race to go on with further efforts. That is a quantitative
question to which no conclusive reply is possible. It is a question
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